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Dying for attention

Disabled forced to wait too long for equipment

Xanthe Kleinig
Charity Reporter

WAITING times for disability equipment are so
long that people have literally died on the list, a
damning report of NSW Health has found.

Hospitals are clogged with people forced to seek
medical treatment that the right gear would have
avoided. Orthotics, pressure cushions, chairs and
bathing aids worth as little as $55 are on the
Program of Appliances for Disabled People list.

Liberal MLC Robyn Parker, chair of a parliamen-
tary inquiry into the program, slammed the
“‘staggering lack of funding”’’ and recommended a
budget increase of one third — to $36.6 million
each year — in a report to be released today.

““A lot of people are not on the list because they

have just given up,”” she said. ‘“We have got
children in wheelchairs that don’t fit for years and
people waiting, sometimes years, for very basic
things like shower chairs. The committee heard of
clients who have literally died and had still not
received their PADP equipment.”’

Hospital bills of $100,000 were racked up by
patients who developed pressure sores while they
waited for medical cushions, she said.

Children with scoliosis were left in ¢“‘excruciating
pain’’ with damage to their internal organs and
structural damage to their skeleton, she said.

And service levels varied greatly depending on
which area of the state one lived in.

The MLC suggested the program could breach
United Nations conventions for people with
disabilities. ““You have got to wonder where the

Government’s priorities lie when you consider a V8
car race costs $30 million and we have got people
whose basic needs are just not met,”” she said.

People on the list are required to pay a $100 co-
contribution, a payment believed to bring in less
money than it costs to administer.

Michael Alston, a former Paralympian and
employee of The Daily Telegraph publisher News
Limited, waited six months from March this year to
be assessed for a new wheelchair.

““The problem is, if you are not an emergency
they put you on the list until you are an
emergency,”” Mr Alston said.

Mr Alston last month received a letter approving
his addition to the waiting list for funding but it did
not indicate when he might expect to reach the top.

News Ltd has decided to pay for the $5000 chair.

Sydney art i
sent down
the toilet

Elizabeth Fortescue
Visual Arts Writer

NOT many people would be over-
joyed to be offered an old toilet
block to work in — not even if it
were a heritage-listed toilet block.

But Sydney’s up and coming
artists are thrilled Taylor Square’s
historic underground dunnies are
to be an art gallery.

“It’s amazing,”’ Redfern artist
Robyn Wilson said when she
learned that the Darlinghurst toilet
block is among six quirky city
venues for use by artists, perfor-
mers, writers and other creatives.

City of Sydney councillors on
Monday night decided to imple-
ment its cultural development
team’s idea, with benefits worth
the cost of about $500,000 a year,
manager of culture and libraries
Kiersten Fishburn said.

Skyrocketing inner-city rents
forced artists to outer suburbs and
regional areas, diminishing the
city’s creativity, Ms Fishburn said.

‘““What we have lost is that
grunge and gritty stuff.”’

Other sites include Woolloo-
mooloo’s Riley Street Depot which
could be artists’ studios, Glebe’s
Walter Burley Griffin Incinerator
(writers-rehearsals space) and Pad-
dington Town Hall (art exhibitions
and performances).

High aim: Artist Robyn Wilson sees Taylor Square’s toilet block as Sydney's newest public art space
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Cop trauma
case gets
go-ahead

A FORMER policeman who had
to attend a horrific death scene at
which human flesh fell into his
mouth has won the right to sue
the state of NSW.

In 1992 when Christopher Cav-
anagh was required to recover
pieces of the body of a worker
who had fallen into a garbage
shredder at a Sydney railway
station, a piece of the body fell
into his mouth.

In May this year a NSW
Supreme Court judge refused to
grant the then 58-year-old an
extension of time so his case could
go ahead, despite the expiry of the
statutory time limit.

But yesterday the NSW Court
of Appeal upheld his challenge.

Mr Cavanagh from Northmead
will seek damages against the
state, claiming he suffered psy-
chiatric injury as a result of its
negligence. He said the negli-
gence included a failure to ensure
an appropriate police psychologist
was available for him after trau-
matic or life-threatening events.

Cochlear
pioneer
goes hi-fi

THE Australian scientist who
pioneered cochlear implants 30
years ago is now working on a
hi-fi version, to be available in as
little as five years.

A next-generation implant
would not only allow deaf people
to hear noise and recognise
speech, it would improve clarity,
Professor Graeme Clark said.

““The best way to describe it is
if someone is hearing speech now
with a good cochlear implant ...
he would hear speech as though
someone had a very hoarse, raspy
voice,”” Professor Clark said.

““You’d still understand what
was said but if you hear music
through a speech processor ...
Beethoven’s Fifth, as an example,
would sound terrible.

““The other problem is if you’re
in a noisy surrounding ... a
restaurants with bad acoustics,
you will not be able to latch on to
the finer aspects of speech.

“] would hope that we can
make progress within five years to
give people good quality [sound].”’

HSCmeritlist

-

whHovovau_ 7 UNSW Info Day

January, 92
W ANTTuBE o Tuesday & .

An undergraduate

Jcareerone

Ddily Telegraph




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages false
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket true
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends false
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 200
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 200
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /FlateEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /ENU <FEFF004e0065007700730020004c0069006d00690074006500640020004100630072006f006200610074002000440069007300740069006c006c006500720020005600360020007300740061006e0064006100720064002000440069007300740069006c006c00650072002000730065007400740069006e00670073002e00200052006500760069007300650064002000310037002f00300032002f00300035>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [742.677 1065.827]
>> setpagedevice


